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tenant-colonel who led them In place of Gonzalez Tablas fall
wounded. That Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regulars was
Emilio Mola.
From this moment onwards the operations developed
smoothly, with brief Intervals of calm in order to consolidate
the gains. The victory of Sebt was followed by the occupa-
tion of Atlaten. The First and Second Banners attacked the
ancient fortress and nailed their colours at the top of the cen-
tral fort. At the foot of the flags lay dying the Legionnaire
who had affixed one of the banners. Towering and athletic,
he was a negro.
The encampment of Segangan was reconquered in mili-
tary stride; the consequences of the triumph of Sebt. The
enemy had fallen back toward Gurugii In search of a place
of refuge and natural defensive barriers, and the troops were
forced to dislodge them from the gulleys and the cliffs, where
the bands had mounted pieces of artillery, with which they
were harassing the city of Melilla. The operation was carried
out on the loth of October, "a glorious day," in the words
of Franco, in the history of the Legion.
The column of Sanjurjo, In which were the two Banners,
was entrusted with the occupation of Taxuda, in order to
hold back the forces of the enemy who would gather there
to prevent the advance of the rest of the columns. As soon as
Hardii, Basbel, and Takigriat had been occupied, Sanjurjo's
column was to begin its retrenchment, which had to be per-
formed with Infinite care and precaution. The concentration
of the troops was effected during the night. At sunrise, San-
jurjo, in pyjama coat, and mounted on his horse, inspected
his troops.
The Legionnaires had to take possession of some peaks of
porous rock infested with enemy soldiers. But that was not
all. These soldiers formed the protection for the main body
of the forces, which unleashed all Its offensive fury against